SS SCS SB 2 -- Abortions

Sponsor: Loudon

This substitute changes the | aws regardi ng abortions.
PUBLI C FUNDS FOR ABORTI ONS

The substitute prohibits the expenditure of public funds to

exi sting or proposed health and social services prograns that
directly or indirectly subsidize abortion services. An entity
that is affiliated with another entity that provides abortion
services may only receive public funds if the affiliated entity
I's an independent affiliate. Entities that provide counseling to
pregnant wonen and receive public funds may only provide

non-di rective pregnancy counseling and may not display or
distribute material pronoting abortion services.

Entities that receive public funds are required to nmaintain
records that denonstrate strict conpliance with this section. An
i ndependent audit of these entities nust be conducted at | east
once every three years. |f the recipient of public funds is
affiliated with an entity that provides abortion services, an
audit nust be conducted each year to ensure conpliance. The
substitute includes exceptions for reinbursenent to entities that
provi de services that are required under federal Medicaid
regul ati ons and certain services required under the federal
Public Health Services Act.

ABORTI ON REGULATI ONS

The definitions of "departnent" and "nedi cal energency" are added
to the laws regarding the regulation of abortions. It specifies
that the term"next friend" as it relates to consent to abortion
for mnors does not include another mnor child or any person who
has a financial interest or personal gain froma mnor's decision
to have an abortion. A physician perform ng an abortion nust
report on every procedure, providing information on the type of
procedure used; reasons the woman sought the abortion; and

whet her the woman used any nethod of family planning.

A penalty provision is revised pertaining to the performance of
actions contrary to current |aw and the nonperformance of

requi red actions under current law. The defense of performng or
not perform ng an action because of a nedical energency is
established. Currently, a physician who perforns an abortion and
does not have surgical privileges at a hospital that offers
obstetrical or gynecological care is guilty of a class B felony.
The substitute specifies that a physician who perforns or induces
an abortion and does not have clinical privileges at a hospital

t hat provides obstetrical or gynecological care within 30 mles
of the location where the abortion is perfornmed is guilty of a



cl ass A m sdeneanor. The substitute prohibits a person from

i ntentionally causing, aiding, or assisting a mnor to obtain an
abortion without the consent froma parent or a judicial decree.
Any person who is subject to the jurisdiction of the State of

M ssouri and violates this provision will be civilly liable to
persons adversely affected by the action. If civil liability is
established, a court may award damages, including conpensati on
for enotional injury, attorney fees, and court costs to any
person adversely affected. However, danages may not be awarded
to any person who has committed rape or incest or has know ngly
al l owed rape or incest to be coomitted agai nst a m nor who
obtai ns an aborti on.

A person is not allowed to assert as a defense a claimthat the
abortion was perforned in accordance with the required consent of
the state or the place where the abortion was perfornmed. An
unemanci pated mnor is prohibited fromhaving the capacity to
consent to any action in violation of the substitute or Section
188. 028, RSMb.

A court may enjoin conduct in a violation of the substitute upon
a petition by the Attorney General, a prosecuting attorney, a
circuit attorney, or a person adversely affected or who may be
adversely affected. |In order for a court to enjoin any
violation, there nust be a show ng that the conduct has occurred
in the past and that it is not unreasonable to expect that it

will be repeated or that it is reasonably anticipated to occur in
the future.

An establishnent that perforns or induces second- or third-
trinmester abortions or five or nore first-trinmester abortions per
nonth is added to the definition of "anbulatory surgical center”
for the purpose of regulating these centers.

ALTERNATI VES TO ABORTI ON SUPPORT FUND AND RESPECT LI FE COW SSI ON

The substitute allows for a special |icense plate bearing the
words “Respect Life,” with an image of a single red rose. There
is nolimt on the nunber of plates an individual nmay obtain, as
l ong as they either solely or jointly own the vehicle and pay the
$25 annual or $50 biennial registration fees. The substitute

al so establishes the Alternatives to Abortion Support Fund and

t he Respect Life Conm ssion.

Regarding the Alternatives to Abortion Support Fund, the
substitute:

(1) Requires the State Treasurer to deposit into this fund
appropriations fromthe CGeneral Assenbly and any anmounts received
from general revenue or other sources;

(2) Requires the anmount in this fund to exceed $1 mllion before



nore than half of the noney credited to the fund plus al

i nvestment earnings credited during the previous fiscal year can
be avail abl e for disbursenent. Wen the State Treasurer
certifies that assets in the fund exceed $1 mllion, all earnings
plus future credits fromall sources will be available for

di sbur senent ;

(3) Prohibits funds frombeing distributed to any person or
entity that perfornms, induces, or refers for abortions; and

(4) Pronotes childbirth and supports alternatives to abortion by
grants or contracts.

Regardi ng the Respect Life Conm ssion, the substitute:

(1) Stipulates that the conm ssion will consist of a nunber of
menbers equal to the nunber of congressional districts, to serve
four-year terms with the consent of the Senate;

(2) Requires eligible persons to denonstrate an agreenment with
the principles of respect for human |ife and the need to pronote
chi l dbirth;

(3) Requires each nenber to serve w thout conpensation, but
allows for the reinbursenent of any expenses incurred,

(4) Requires the comm ssion to consult with state agenci es,
commi ssi ons, boards, and public and private agencies to determ ne
the effectiveness and need for prograns that pronote human life;

(5) Authorizes the comm ssion to disburse funds fromthe
Al ternatives to Abortion Support Fund;

(6) Requires the conm ssion to devel op statew de educational and
public informational prograns to pronote awareness and identify
the problens and conditions that cause sone wonen not to carry
their pregnancies to term

(7) Alows the conm ssion to appoint an executive director,
responsi ble for the adm nistrative operations of the conm ssion
and to hire staff; and

(8) Requires the conm ssion to submt an annual report of its
activities by Decenber 31 of each year to the President Pro Tem
of the Senate, the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and
t he Governor.



